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Waterfront Station is Now a Reality

New Mixed Use Development Opens in Southwest
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fter several years of planning and more than
AMO years of construction, tenants have final-

y started moving into the recently complet-
ed office buildings at Waterfront Station, a mixed-
use development at the Waterfront-SEU Metro.
Various District government agencies, including the
Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs,
the Department of Planning, the District Depart-
ment of Transportation and the Office of the Chief
Financial Officer have been making the move to
Waterfront Station since March. By the end of last
month, about 900 employees were working in the
buildings, and by early May, about 1,500 employees
will be commuting to Waterfront Station.

A hallmark of the Waterfront Station develop-
ment is the reopening of Fourth Street SW, which
had been closed oftf when Waterside Mall was con-
structed in the 1960s. The reopened street has been
designed as a “Main Street” for the neighborhood to
help calm traffic in an area that will experience high
pedestrian use. Bike lanes flank both sides of Fourth
Street with one car lane in each direction. The road
has a slight curve to it, and sidewalks are wide, with
park benches lining the northern portion of the
street. Work is well underway on the Metro plaza
along Fourth Street SW, which will be over 30,000
square feet and will have benches, trees, fountains
and lighting. Melanie Minzes, who lives north of I
Street SW, is very excited about the reopening of
Fourth Street SW. “It’s just fantastic to be able to
walk right down Fourth Street to [get] home. Last
night I was coming back from downtown, and a
guard in front of one of the new buildings — very
friendly — saw the big smile on my face and asked
what was up.” In response, Minzes said to him, “I am
so happy this is finally done! It’s awesome!”

New Safeway to Open in April

Southwesters will be in for a treat when the new
urban lifestyle concept Safeway opens its doors later
this month at Waterfront Station. There will be a
preview party on April 15 from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m.,and
the grand opening will occur on April 16. The new
store will be 55,000 square feet, much larger than the
current store’s footprint of 32,000 square feet, and
is modeled after the Mount Vernon Triangle store
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Fourth Street SW reopened with the completion of
the Waterfront Station. Photo by Matthew Warden.

that opened in 2008. Upgrades from the old store
include a Starbucks and Bergmann’s dry cleaning
desk, bakery with a hearth oven, gelato station, sushi
bar, seating areas around a fireplace, pharmacy, an
assortment of gourmet cheeses and a floral depart-
ment. In addition, wine and beer will be sold, but
this section of the store will be isolated in order to
help thwart underage purchasers. Eight self-check-
out lanes will be available for customers, as well as
five regular registers. A new store manager has been
hired, and 22 out of 45 employees who have been
hired so far live in the 20024 ZIP code. Parking will
be validated at the new Safeway for 90 minutes in
the below-grade parking garage on Fourth Street
SW with a minimum purchase of $8.

There will be an approximately nine-day gap be-
tween the time when the old Safeway closes and the
new one opens. Craig Muckle, Safeway’s Eastern

Division Public Affairs and Government Relations
Manager, stated the following about the store clo-
sure: “We have been fortunate that we have not had
to close during the vast majority of construction. The
optimum solution is to not close a store in order to
construct a new replacement location, but that is not
always feasible or practical. We have at least two cur-
rent situations in and around the metro area where
we have had to close an existing store to construct a
replacement. We understand a closure of any kind is
a hardship and are sensitive to those concerns, but
we would not close the store early if we thought it
was avoidable.” Once the old Safeway is closed, the
year-long demolition process will begin.

In order to address some of the concerns about
the lack of a grocery store in the neighborhood
during this period, a coalition of Advisory Neigh-
borhood Commission (ANC) 6D, Southwest
Neighborhood Assembly (SWNA), the Southwest
Safeway Task Force, and the Southwest Action
Team (SWAT) negotiated with Safeway to offer free
shuttle bus service between the Southwest Safeway
and the Capitol Hill Safeway at 14th Street SE and
Kentucky Avenue SE for three out of nine days that
the M Street SW store will be closed. Those dates
will be April 9,10 and 12. In addition, from March
23 until April 6, some items in the old store will be
sold at a 30 percent discount.

Other tenants at phase one of Waterfront Sta-
tion include CV'S, which will open a 12,500-square-
foot store on the northern corner of the East Tower
in late May or early June. A sandwich shop recently
signed a lease, a burger place is close to signing a
lease, as well as a 4,000-square-foot sit-down res-
taurant and a dry cleaners. These retailers will be lo-
cated in the West Tower (the restaurant will locate
in a prime spot on the south side of the building
with plenty of outdoor space) and should open by
late summer or early fall. Bank of America will not
be moving to Waterfront Station and will vacate
their trailer when their lease expires in December
2012, if not sooner, if they find another location in
the area before that time. Waterfront Associates is
looking for another bank to take Bank of America’s
place in the development.

Parcels that will be built in later phases of de-
velopment will be graded and grassed over until



financing is available and eco-
nomic conditions have improved.
Both of the northern parcels will
eventually become housing — the
northeast parcel is owned by the
District government while the
other is owned by Waterfront
Associates. In the interim, the
ANC would like the District
to turn their vacant parcel into
a playground. Along M Street,
two vacant parcels will eventually
become office buildings, and the
former Environmental Protection
Agency towers will be reskinned
and repurposed as multifamily
residential buildings.

More Openings Soon

Waterfront Station and the
reopening of Fourth Street SW
is one of several major improve-
ments coming to Southwest in
the next few years. In October,
Arena Stage will reopen its doors
after a two-year renovation and
expansion as Arena Stage at the
Mead Center for American The-
ater. Construction has begun on
a new citywide Consolidated
Forensic Laboratory at the cor-
ner of Fourth and E streets SW
and will open in 2012. The retail
promenade at L'Enfant Plaza is
under renovation, and the Na-
tional Capital Planning Com-
mission is working on a study to
remake the 10th Street SW cor-
ridor as an ecodistrict. Redevel-
opment of the Southwest Water-
front by the Hoffman-Struever
team is currently in the design
phase and should start construc-
tion by 2012. In addition, Ward
6 Councilmember Tommy Wells
is exploring ways to remake the
M Street SW/SE corridor as a
“complete street” by improving all
modes of transit access, including
car, bicycle, bus, pedestrian and
(one day) streetcar.

For more information about
Waterfront Station, visit www.
waterfrontstation.com.

William Rich is a blogger ar South-
west ... The Little Quadrant that
Could  (www.southwestquadrant.

blogspot.com). K

Y/ aBGER \§

WTOL gy
R P 4
- WANHINGTON DC

Exrypl

. &annw h‘\{"

::"""...__

‘-dl'"':-'

’ L] L]
Frager’s 3rd Annual Spring Convention
Presented by our community businesses, for local residents & homeowners
Moreinf, Eastern Market - North Hall 3
: bll', at (*NEW LOCATION*) "5,; ‘Fgﬂt!
E\?ﬂl]ﬂ .
Fragers 0" Saturday, April 10th Jggﬁﬁ
sersit 10am - 3pm thi®
Stage 1 Lectures & Seminars Stage 2
10-11 - Capitol Cooling ST, Grayton Plumbing - 10-11
11-12 - Surroundings gy, Pointing Plus - 11-12
12-1 - Thomas Landscapes s =~ = = YVirginia Lime Works 12-3
1-2 - National Capital Kitchens
2-3 - Wilcox Electric EASTERN MARKET
Booth Exhibitors include:

BV Builders Community Forklift Eli's Construction Tech Painting

Capitol Hill Energy Coop DC Access Energy Resource Mgmt.  Traditions

Cheryl Corson Design DMT Remodeling Fitzgerald Properties Voice of the Hill

City Tile Egg & Dart Renaissance ..and many more!

Don’t miss the firee raffle! Prizes include:

Big Green Egg chiminea, Nationals tickets, Home inspection, Frager's gift cards

And Live Music on the Port City Java Patio

Loggers (70s rock & roll) - 10-12
David Michael Jazz ensemble - 12-2

HARDWARE GARDEN CENTER PAINTS RENTAL

Jhuielalue

START RIGHT. START HERE.

MON-FRI 7Tam-Tpm
SAT Tam-5:55pm
SUN 8am-5pm

1115 Pennsylvania Ave S5E
202 + 543 + 6167
Click on FragersDC.com f{or specials.

EXPERIENCE
Grant Griffith

The Grant, Ryall & Andrew Real Estate Group
Direct 202.741.1685

MORGAN@IKNULL

REMAX GATEWAY

[MEECT: (202) 431-084T MORGAN KNULL | ggﬁfﬁ!h@cbmme.cnm
FAX: (202) 4TE- 1869 ewviwn YA, DO, MD
EMAIL: MORGANGEKNULL COM NVAR & GUAAR Tor Fanouces Search any DC area MLS lishing af :
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cbmove.com/grant.ryall.andrew
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